
To our North Dakota Friends, 

We need your help. The situation for many children in Indian Country 
is at a crisis and it is time our Congress quit pretending otherwise.  

You may have already received an email from me explaining the 
documents, allegations by a government official, and other 
information we recently received.  Below is the email I have sent our 
Senators - it is what I have been talking about (give or take) when I 
go in to see them.  Please share this letter to your friends and family. 
If you have a Church, please show this letter to your Pastor.  

The Senators need to know that their constituents not only support 
them in confronting the problem, but expect them to.  Please contact 
them and let them know that the lives of children are more important 
than politics.  You can use the information from the letter below as a 
resource. The contact information for the North Dakota Senators is 
below as well.  Thank you so much! 
 
Our children have been viewed as collateral damage in DC’s ongoing 
political games for far too long. 
 
Senator Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND) 

Indian Affairs Committee 

ALSO - Homeland Security & Government Affairs 

Legislative Director Tracy Sutton 

Legislative Assistant Alison Grigonis 

502 Senate Hart Building 

Washington DC, 20510 

202- 224-2043  (Sen. Office) 

Tracee_Sutton@heitkamp.senate.gov 

Alison_Grigonis@heitkamp.senate.gov 



  

  

Senator John Hoeven (R-ND) 

Indian Affairs Committee 

Chief of Staff Ryan Bernstein 

Legislative Aide Elizabeth Frei 

120 Russell Senate Building 

Washington DC, 20510 

(202) 224-2551  (Sen. Office) 

Ryan_Bernstein@hoeven.senate.gov 

Elizabeth_Frei@hoeven.senate.gov 

 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

Senator -  

We have reviewed S.1622 and, changes we would like to see in it 
aside, we are sorry we must insist on something other than another 
three-year study.  Our children cannot wait another three 
years.  Current documentation concerning atrocities to children 
abound.  We need immediate action to save lives.  We need current 
laws to be enforced - today.  We need federal agencies and officials 
to do their jobs. 

We were told on December 5th of a 13-year old girl, placed with a 



known child molester on a reservation, who is wetting the bed right 
now and has stopped showering.  Her birth father, a non-member, 
has been fighting to get custody of her from tribal court.  The tribal 
court has refused him. 

Certain federal agencies are aware of the situation and have done 
nothing.  From our experience this kind of story is not rare. 

  

We would like immediate hearings concerning the allegations ACF 
Regional Administrator Mr. Tom Sullivan has made of negligence by 
the FBI, BIA, ACF and US attorney Tim Purdon in their dealings with 
children on the Spirit Lake Reservation, North Dakota. 

George Sheldon, former Assistant Secretary of the Administration for 
Children and Families (ACF), wrote to Mr. Sullivan in April, 2013, that 
the ACF does not want to hear Mr. Sullivan’s reports.   

Mr. Sheldon further stated the ACF stands firmly behind the behavior 
of the BIA, FBI and US Attorney at Spirit Lake – despite numerous 
reports from Spirit Lake residents as well as ACF’s own Tom Sullivan 
that horrific child abuse has been ignored by those federal agencies.  

YET - The horrific child abuse Mr. Sullivan reported to Mr. Sheldon in 
2012 and 2013 was supported by a recent CNN segment (Oct, 1013) 
entitled “Sexual Abuse Rampant on Indian Reservation”  as well 
as a Front-line documentary "Kind-Hearted Woman" in Spring of 
2013. 

Had ACF Assistant Secretary Sheldon listened to Mr. Sullivan - 
toddler Lauryn Whiteshield, murdered 6 months ago in June, 
might be alive today. 

Stomach turning - we have been told it's actually well known among 
noted agencies that Spirit Lake is a microcosm of what is happening 
across Indian Country - ie: They know what is happening at Spirit 
Lake is widespread in Indian Country.  These agencies know this - 
but are playing political games anyway.  



Please don't turn way.  Links to some of Mr. Sheldon’s letters, 
Tom Sullivan's reports, and other documents are here -
  http://caicw.org/2013/12/04/letters-from-george-sheldon-ignore-
tom/ 

 

NOTE: It has been said this is an "Indian Affairs" issue and not under 
the jurisdiction of other committees.  

But the BIA, Indian Affairs committees, and Tribal Justice Department 
have all been straight forward in stating tribal sovereignty is their first 
priority - even if it means stepping on the individual and civil rights of 
citizens.  With this being the case, where in our government are we 
supposed to go for real help? 

1. We are talking about the FBI, ACF and US Attorney's office 
- which are all under Congressional oversight.   

2. The BIA needs oversight as well - or are we to assume this 
federal agency answers only to tribal governments?  The BIA 
needs to answer to the federal government.   

3. Non-tribal members across the nation have been pulled in 
to various Indian laws and jurisdiction. Our government 
MUST rethink how they are handling this - how they have 
placed the rights of ordinary citizens under the jurisdiction of 
tribal AND federal entities who do not recognize their rights 
above tribal sovereignty.   

4. TRIBAL MEMBERS are US citizens, too!  Some in our org 
are tribal members or enrollable - others know and love 
people who Congress has relegated to tribal jurisdiction 
because of their heritage.   

No matter how many times it is claimed this is done through 
political relationship and not racial discrimination - we know it 
isn't so.  

 



People usually choose their own political relationship...but the 
question asked at every child custody hearing is "does this 
child have Native American heritage."    

Two weeks ago the White Earth Reservation changed their 
membership criteria to include any "linear descent(s) to 
enrolled members" (note: number of generations was not 
specified)  - and 60 other reservations are moving to do the 
same.    

5. We have documents verifying our statements - Our Federal 
representatives need to look at those documents and act on 
them.  

NOTE: We have been told the Senate will not under any 
circumstances entertain releasing people from tribal jurisdiction.  We 
have been told the current Senate leaders unequivocally support 
Tribal leaders and tribal sovereignty.   

Noting this is not an attempt to be partisan. This is simply the reality 
in Congress.  A Senator's office explained they were unable to find 
even one Democrat to support constitutional rights over the demands 
of tribal leaders when voting for VAWA last spring - and Democrats 
control every committee in the Senate.   

However, many well-meaning Senators have only heard the voices of 
lobbyists for tribal sovereignty.  They have never heard the stories 
from average tribal members and others who have been hurt by 
Indian law.  They have never heard the other side of the story. 

If Senators were to request hearings concerning Mr. Sullivan's 
allegations - it would give the other side of the story a chance to 
be told and educate those who have never heard it. It would also 
show the Senate's concern for constitutional and civil rights.    Our 
strongest hope, though, is that comprehensive hearings will save 
lives. We have no choice but to insist on oversight hearings based on 
the documentation we have linked to above.  

We look forward to and strongly support a proposed bill for 
background checks for all non-parental guardians, whether tribal 



members or not.   

We are also asking for hearings on Tom Sullivan's allegations and we 
would like all federal agencies to be instructed to uphold the law 
pertaining to child protection, immediately. 

Further, we are asking our Senators to please: 

• Repeal the Indian Child Welfare Act - which is hurting children and 
families across the country.  ICWA protects tribal governments 
and sovereignty - NOT children. 

• Change the VAWA to give victims of all heritages the right to be 
heard in country courts if they choose.  Some women have 
reason for not wanting to tell their stories in tribal court.  The 
current VAWA forces victims to choose between tribal court or 
keeping silent.  U.S. citizens of every heritage have 
constitutional rights that are not always recognized in Indian 
Country.  

Thank you so much for your willingness to consider these 
documents.  We have many more. 

    Elizabeth Sharon (Lisa) Morris Chairwoman Christian Alliance for 
Indian Child Welfare (CAICW) PO Box 253 Hillsboro, ND 
58045 administrator@caicw.org http://caicw.org  Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/CAICW   ( @CAICW ) Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/fbCAICW.org	  


